Dear Scouts, Parents, Carers, Leaders and Explorers/Junior Leaders,

We are planning our annual summer camp for 2012, as per the last few years we plan to go with our friends in the 27th Croydon. 

We plan to take a trip abroad to the Gorges du Tarn, described as The Grand Canyon of France, absolutely spectacular scenery, a wide range of activities, and a place to soak up the sun and enjoy the life of Southern France. It is in the South Massif Central between the towns of Mende to the North and Millau to the South, and just 2 hours drive from the Mediterranean. 

This will be arranged with a company called Jeka who have a website available on Google. 

Travel will be by coach direct from Croydon and is likely to be slightly different dates and times from our usual departure and arrival times (although it will still be the end of August). 

The cost is likely to be in the region of £500:00 but we hope to give a range of payment options and opportunities to gain subsidies towards the overall cost as we understand this is considerably more than the usual cost. 

Any Explorers/junior leaders interested please speak to myself or Dougal about subsidies. 

Although the main trip, accommodation, provisions and activities are all booked through Jeka there will be a lot of details to arrange including checking on passports or travel documents, visas, E111 forms, travel insurance and many other matters. 

We need to know the numbers of Scouts interested in the trip  for us to continue planning and a non-returnable deposit of £80:00, payable by the last week of October to book the trip. 

The viability of the trip depends on sufficient numbers being interested and the deposits being received. 

This is a rare opportunity to be a part of international Scouting and to take part in a very enjoyable trip with a wide range of activities. 

The details of this trip will be subject to change until the booking is confirmed at which point it will be subject to Jeka's terms and conditions. 

Any queries to myself or Dougal and we will try to answer them to the best of our abilities. We will have more details as the trip and activities are booked.

A further letter confirming the dates, payment options and subsidies will be distributed in the next 2 weeks but we need to know as soon as possible those who are seriously interested . More letters will follow as we get further details.

Please note, we are well aware of the problems at the Marcoule nuclear site which is near to the Mediterranean coast, in the Gard Department, part of the Languedoc-Roussillon region. This is currently being treated as an industrial accident rather than a nuclear incident but if there is any risk at all we will be making other plans, no radiation has currently been detected outside the plant. We will continue to monitor the situation.  
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